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SWIMMING 

By BRIEN SHFA 
Staff Writer 

ELIZABETIITOWN, Ky. - Doro-
100 YD. l.M. 11 E N 85-89 thy Donnelly and Clara Lamore 

90 Walker renewed a rivalry that be-
85 gan in the 1940s yesterday at the 

87 
U.S. Masters Swimming National 
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Long Course Championships. 

Walker, 65, set a world record -
her 5lst in Masters competition -
in the 65-69-year-old division 200-
meter freestyle with a time of 2 min­
utes, 56.88 seconds at the E'town 
Swim and Fitness Center. Donnelly, 
69, was second in 3:30. 

It was their final competitive con-
frontation for at least five years be­
cause Donnelly will move on to the 
70-75 division next year, but it is 
not the end of the longstanding 
friendship that began when they 
were top swimmers on rival New 
England clubs. 

For more than a decade, the two 
have ventured around the globe to 
the Masters events. Most Masters 
swimmers range from 30 to 50 
years old, but there is no age limit. 

"The Masters is the most wonder­
ful trung that has ever come along," 
said Donnelly, executive director of 
U.S. Masters Swimming (USMS). 
"It's a joy; it's a new family. The 
camaraderie is just beyond peer." 

The Masters brought Donnelly, 
who lives in Rutland, Mass., and 
Walker, of Cranston, R.l., together 
after a 20-year separation. In 1980, a 
bad back sent Walker back to swim­
ming, a sport she had abandoned 32 
years earlier. Walker did it first for 
fitness, but then the competitive bug 
bit her again. 

. In Walker's first Masters meet, 
she rekindled her relationship with 
Donnelly, who has been involved 
with the Masters circuit since it was 
formed in 1971. 

"She's just incredible," Donnelly 
said of Walker, who has nearly 30 
more world records than her near-

Donnelly is multi-talented as well. 
In 1940, she qualifed in three events 
for the Helsinki Olympics, which 
subsequently were canceled be· 
cause of World War II. 

"She's my mentor; she still thinks 
I'm a little kid," Walker said. 

When she retired, Donnelly gave 
her good friend and prot~ the 
swimsuit she had worn in earning a 
spot on the United States team in 
the 100- and 400-yard freestyle 
events and the 400-yard relay. 

"It was a little much to spend, $65 
for a silk suit," Donnelly said. 
"They didn't pay for things like that 
back then. I wasn't going to be us· 
ing it, so I gave it to her." 

Walker wore it in qualifying for 
the 1948 London Olympics, where 
she finished fourth in the 200-yard 
breaststroke. 

"She's the one who really made it 
work," Donnelly said. "But I never 
want her to know that it wasn't the 
suit. She thinks it was." 

Walker, who hopes to break four 

more world records by the time the 
meet ends tomorrow, doesn't like to 
lose. Neither does Donnelly, al­
though she claims to have a more 
relaxed attitude in the pool. 

"I'm much more laid-back," Don· 
nelly said. "Clara's still very fo· 
cused and determined when she 
gets on the starting block." 

Said Walker: "She's very low-key 
and ~ery, very social. She's all over 
the place. But she's different when 

·she's on the blocks. I'm not like her 
outside the pool. I'm not real social; 
I just go into a corner." 

Despite their different personal­
ities, however, Donnelly and Walker 
are in each other's corner when the 
starting gun is fired. Their love of 
swimming and for each other has 
endured a half-century. There's no 
question it will continue. 

"When I swim, she's in my lane 
cheering," Walker said. "And when 
she swims, I'm in her lane." 

"We're close, close friends," Don­
nelly said. ' 'We always will be." 

: : ! 4 • :'5 TOM ~.r'l.NE 90 
est Masters competitor. "She can di- STAFF PHOTO BY DURELL HALL JR. 

versify. She's good at every stroke." Dorothy Donnelly, left, and Clara Lamore Walker, friends since the 
I: !4.35 "'.'CM ~A?IE 96 1940s, met up In the 65-69 200 freestyle at the Masters meet. 
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June Krauser, Editor 
2308 N.E. 19th Avenue 
Ft. L•uderdale, FL 33305 

VOL XX - No 7 SWIM CALENDAR SEP 1991 

SEP 27-28 The Inaugural Irish Open, Nick Emerson, Lee LJ::dge, Ballinrea , Carrigaline , Co. Cork 
27-29 SCM - Pat Wilson, 842 Alabama St., Florence, AL 35360 
28-29 SCM - Gregg Tye, 2501-1/2 Seacrest Blvd., Delray Beach, FL 33444 

OCT 5 SCT - Orlamo, FL, Bart Raub, 2250 Lee Rd, Suite 101. Winter Park, FL 32789 
SCT - 01.arles Frayer, PO Box 912, Norwich, NY 13815 13 

13 
13 

12-13 
19 

19-20 
27 
27 

SCT - Gene Matysek, 1600 S Joyce st, A509, Arlirgton. VA 22202 
SCT - Alicia Coleman, 24 The Point, Coronado, CA 92118 
SCT - Anita Costi-Dinwiddi, 70008 Kinz.alow Dr., Knoxville, TN 37909 
SCT - Multnomah AC , 1849 SW Salmon St, Portlam, OR 
SCT - Barbara Bertram, 2299 NE 4th Way, Boca Raton, FL 33431 
SCT - John OJd,en, 64 McDonald st., Glens Falls, NY 12801 
SCT - Betsy Durrant, 211 66th st., Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

NOV 8-10 SCT - Joe Biorrli, 1501 N Belcher Rd., t 229, Clearwater, FL 34625 
9-10 SCM - steve Wyckoff, 405 Blackberry Ct., Arrlerson, SC 29621 

DEx: 

23-24 LCM - OAHU CLUB, 6800 Hawaii Kai Drive, Honolulu, HI 96825 
24 SCY - Kim Hartle, 10011 Stedwick Rd, Gaithersb.lrg, MD 20879 

30-Dec 1 SCM - Gregg Tye, 2501-1/2 Seacrest Blvd., Delray Beach, FL 33444 

1 
14-15 

21 

SCT - 1000/1650 - David Hiehl, 12511 Little st, Silver Spring, MD 20906 
SCT - Alicia Coleman, 24 The Point, Coronado, CA 92118 
SCT - Judy Eonnirg, 12441 Royal Palm Blvd., Coral Sprirgs, FL 33065 
SCM - john Zell, PO Box 230125, Anchorage, AK 99523 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
JUN 27-JUL 5 1992 4TH WORI.D MASI'ERS SWIMMIN3 OOMPIONSHIPS. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

FROM THE EDITOR - Remember, SWIM-MASTER will be retired at the end of this year! Just in 
case you wish the remaining two issues it is $ l .00 per issue for USA and $ 2.00 per issue 
for foreign subscribers. 


