The Ohio and Erie Canal National Corridor Virtual Swim

The O*H*I* O Masters Swim Club invitesyou to journey
back intimewhentravel wasneither easy nor fast asiscom-
monplaceintoday’sworld. And the most expedient way to
get to one' sdestination often wasto travel viawater.

Where mules once hauled barges full of goods and new settlers, the
Towpath today serves runners, hikers, families, and lovers as they
find places of peace and tranquility, hidden views of wildlife, and
artifacts of the original settlers. More than 60 miles of the Towpath

has been developed for recreational use into a multipurpose trail.

Thisvirtua swvimwill takeplacein the Ohio and Erie Cand
whichisnow obsolete, but whenit first openedin 1827, it
served asthe primary transportation artery between Akron
and Cleveland. Theoriginal canal connected LakeErieat
Cleveland with the Ohio River at Portsmouth, Ohio, and
measured 309 milesinlength. Our virtua svimwill bethe42
locks of the canal’s northern section between Akron and
Cleveland, adistance of 40.5miles. Youwill start your swim
at Summit Lakein Akron - thisisthe north-south continenta
watershed divide. Watersflow northfromthispoint. Theswim
will beentirely “downstream” asAkron’selevationis395
feet aboveLakeErie.
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The Canal flows through downtown Akron.
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That wasthe good news, asthelast 7 milesof your swimwill
beinthe CuyahogaRiver. In 1969, Time Magazine described
the Cuyahogaasariver that “ oozesrather thanflows’ andin
which *aperson does not drown but decays.” Oil dlickson
theriver’ssurface had again caught fireand theriver became
astark symbol of water pollution. Theburning river captured
the attention of the nation and became arallying point for
passage of the Clean Water Act.
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Thefinal leg of the swim takes you
under a variety of bridges and into
the heart of downtown Cleveland.

Red line marks
canal path.

During your swimyou will passthrough the Akron Metro-
politan area, the Cuyahoga Valley National Park Recreation
area, and Cleveland Metroparks Ohio & Erie Cana Reser-
vationtofinishat historic Settler’sLandingin Cleveland. In-
formationisavailableat thefollowing websites. www.ohio-
eriecana.com and www.nps.gov/cuva.



