Santa Barbara 6 mile Ocean Swim Safety Plan
Safety Meeting

The race starts at 9:00am.  At 8:40am there will be a mandatory meeting to go over the details of the event.  All swimmers and paddlers will attend.  The race director will explain the swim course and give GPS coordinates, explain the duties of the paddlers, go over the evacuation plan, and field any questions.  The fire department chief will talk about their duties out in the water during the race and the logistics of how they will assist a swimmer that is in need of help.
All swimmers will have a paddler escort throughout the entire swim
The paddler can be on a paddleboard (SUP not recommended) or kayak. The paddler is responsible for the swimmer’s navigational path, feeding, and general well being of the swimmer. 
Other safety crews in the water:

     Santa Barbara County Fire Department Water Rescue Team.  
They will have two jet-skis out in the water monitoring the course and their main fire truck at Goleta Beach for the start and then transfer the truck to Arroyo Burro Beach for the finish.
     Santa Barbara County Lifeguards 
There will be lifeguards on land at Goleta Beach for the start and lifeguards on land at Hendry’s beach for the finish.  The lifeguard truck will be at Goleta Beach for the start of the race and then at Hendry’s Beach for the finish, which can also go a mile down the beach (from Hendry’s to Goleta) if needed.
       Santa Barbara City/County Lifeguards 

These guards will be in the water on paddleboards monitoring the course with radios and keeping in contact with the fire dept.
       Volunteer Boats

If there are other boats in the water helping with the race, each will have a designated person on board as a swimmer monitor.  I will also have a copy of the boat insurance on file.

        Additional safety

The race director has First Aid response from the American Red Cross.  This is what is stated on the cards:
--CPR/AED for the Professional Rescuer and the Healthcare Provider

--Standard First Aid
Evacuation Plan
The swim is a point A to point B race.  The course follows the beach, approximately 200-500 meters off shore.  There is a sandy beach along the entire portion of the swim.  In case of an emergency, the swimmers and paddlers can swim/paddle straight into shore at any point along the race.  They can walk to the start or finish of the race, depending at what point they land on the beach.
Shark Sightings
The Santa Barbara County closes the beaches for 72 hours following a shark sighting.  We will follow this protocol and not have the race if the date of the race falls during this time frame.

Water Quality Monitoring
The Santa Barbara County has a water quality monitoring program.  Beaches are tested weekly between February and October and the tests and status of each beach is posted on the website.  The race director will monitor this site and verify if the ocean is safe for swimmers to enter.  We will follow the protocol of the county if a beach closure is determined.  We will can modify the course if need be.
Additional safety protocol
All paddlers must sign off on the ‘Paddler Duties’ checklist.  This is a list of the duties that the paddler should be following to ensure the safety of their swimmer.  The paddler will sign this at the registration/check in desk the morning of the race.  I will be emailing the safety checklist to each swimmer and paddler after I receive the entry form of the swimmer.  I want all paddlers to be aware of the responsibilities that are required of them as a safety paddler.  
