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This report is divided into three sections: those reported favorably (recommended) by the Legislation 
Committee, those reported favorably as amended (recommended) by the Legislation Committee, and those 
not reported favorably (not recommended) by the Legislation Committee. In all cases, the final disposition 
as voted by the House of Delegates is indicated in bold, highlighted lettering. 
 
I. The following proposals were reported out favorably by the Legislation Committee. 
They require a simple majority of the HOD to pass. 
 
L1 - Add chapter heading “Organizing Principles” before the Preamble  p 12, 95,96,97 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES 
PREAMBLE … 
MISSION STATEMENT OFUNITED STATES MASTERS SWIMMING… 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES … 

… 
601.1.3—Legislation Committee 
Proposed changes to the Code of Regulations (Preamble, Mission Statement, Goals and Objectives, Organizing Principles, Glossary, 
Part 2: Administrative Regulations of Competition, Part 4: Athletes’ Rights, Hearings, and Appeals, Part 5: United States Masters 
Swimming, Inc., Organization and Bylaws, Part 6: Amendment Procedures, and Appendix D: Zone and LMSC Boundaries) shall be 
considered by the Legislation Committee for report and recommendation to the House of Delegates. 

… 
601.4.3—Legislation 
In odd-numbered years, the Preamble, Mission Statement, Goals and Objectives, Organizing Principles, Glossary, … 

… 
601.4.4.B Organizing Principles, Glossary, Parts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and Appendix D, the Preamble, Mission Statement, Goals and 
Objectives, and Glossary may be amended by a … 

… 
Summary of Amendment Procedures 
Legislation (Preamble, Mission Statement, Goals and Objectives, Organizing Principles, Glossary, Part 2, Part 4, Part 5, Part 6, and 
Appendix D) 
 

L3  Unattached swimmer definition   p 14 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
Glossary 
Unattached—an individual member who does not represent a USMS club of the corporation. 
 
L5 Allow centralized online registration   p 61 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
201.1 … All swimmers participating in events sanctioned by USMS must be members of registered with USMS registered through 
their LMSC or members of their nation’s recognized Masters swimming governing body  
… 
201.1.4.A …The form, fully completed, shall be submitted with the applicable fee to the registrar of the LMSC or an official designee 
of the LMSC, … 
 

L10 Recognized Events   pp. 63-64 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
202.2. RECOGNIZED EVENTS 
… Times achieved at events sanctioned by USA Swimming or a FINA Member Federation SCN, or at FINA championships, shall be 
considered for USMS national records and Top Ten times without formal application for recognition … 
 
202.2.1.G. Recognition for any meets held outside the jurisdiction of USMS, and not sanctioned by a FINA Member Federation other 
than those organized under the auspices of FINA, shall be obtained from the Executive Committee. 
 
L15 Elect the Zone chair with all other officers    p 86 
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Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
505.2. ELECTIONS AND TERM OF OFFICE 
505.2.1—All officers of USMS shall be elected by the members of the House of Delegates at annual meetings held in odd-numbered 
years, except for the Zone Committee chair, who shall be elected in even-numbered years. Elected officers shall hold office for 2 years 
or until their successors are elected and qualified. 
 
L17 The national election process and Zone Comm. role  p 86 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
505.2. ELECTIONS AND TERM OF OFFICE 
… 
505.2.2— The current Election Operating Guidelines shall govern the nomination and election proceedings. 
505.2.23—Each officer is eligible for election to the same office for two terms. No person so elected for two successive terms is 
eligible for re-election to the same office until after the lapse of 2 years following the term of office to which that person was last 
elected. 
505.2.3—The Zone Committee shall act as the Election Committee. The committee shall: 
A Develop and maintain election operating guidelines pertaining to the conduct of USMS national elections. 
B Accept nominations, qualify candidates, and present one or more candidates for each office to the national office by August 1 
of the year in which elections are held. 
C Accept and qualify additional candidates nominated from the floor of the House of Delegates during the annual meeting. 
D Conduct election activities and voting during the annual meeting. 
 
L18 Voting quorum on the Board of Directors    p 88 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
506.6. QUORUM 
The presence of a majority of the directors with voting privileges shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Board of Directors. 
 
L19 Voting privileges on the Board of Directors   p 88 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
506.7. VOTING PRIVILEGES 
Each member of the Board of Directors, except for the representatives of allied members, shall have one vote. There shall be no voting 
by proxy. 
 
L20 Zone committee vacancies   p 89 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
507.2. ZONE COMMITTEE 
507.2.4—If a permanent or temporary  vacancy in the position of zone representative occurs, … 
 
L21 Define authority of Zone committee with EOG  p 89 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
507.2. ZONE COMMITTEE 
507.2.6— The Zone Committee shall develop and maintain Election Operating Guidelines pertaining to the conduct of USMS national 
elections. The committee shall function as the Election Committee as described in article 505.2.3. 
 
L25 Kentucky and Ohio LMSC Boundary   pp 149,150 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
Appendix D - LMSC BOUNDARIES 

Page 149 
Kentucky—The commonwealth of Kentucky except the counties of Campbell, Kenton, and Boone. In the state of Indiana the counties 
of Floyd and Clark. 

Page150 
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Ohio—The state of Ohio except the counties of Seneca, Crawford, Columbiana, Erie, Huron, Richland, Lorain, Ashland, Cuyahoga, 
Medina, Lake, Geauga, Portage, Stark, Ashtabula, Trumbull, Mahoning, Summit, Wayne, Belmont, Jefferson, and Tuscarawus 
Tuscarawas. In the commonwealth of Kentucky the counties of Campbell, Kenton, and Boone. 
 
L26 USA Swimming Amendments That Affect USMS Rules  p97 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
601.4.6 – USA Swimming Amendments That affect USMS Rules  
A Amendments to USA Swimming articles 101, “Individual Strokes and Relays,” and 102, “Conduct and Officiating of All 

Swimming Competition,” and 105, “Guidelines for Officiating Swimmers with a Disability in USA Swimming,” shall 
automatically be adopted by USMS, unless the USMS House of Delegates votes to reject those amendments.  Votes to reject shall 
not be considered emergency amendments (this action shall take effect immediately). 

 Amendments to USA Swimming article 103, “Facility Standards” may be recommended by the Rules Committee for adoption by 
the House of Delegates.  Votes to accept shall not be considered emergency amendments. 

 
II. The following proposals were reported out favorably by the Legislation Committee, as 
amended. They require a simple majority of the HOD to pass. 
 
L2 Recognized Events          p 14 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
Glossary 
Recognized Events Meet—a designated competition, demonstration, clinic or exhibition meet conducted by USMS, member clubs, 
individual members, or organizations other than USMS. Times or distances achieved by members at recognized competitions  from 
which swimmers may be have their times accepted for recording purposes by USMS. 
 

L4 Differentiate registration from membership   pp numerous 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 

Page 13 Glossary 
Club—an organization or group of permanent character that is registered with a member of  USMS the corporation registered through an its LMSC 
...Page 14 Glossary 
Member—an individual, club, or organization that registered with USMS through an LMSC… 
 
Registered—enrolled as a member of USMS and the through an LMSC. 

Page 20 
102.1.2—Those swimmers registered for Masters meets USMS members may participate in non-USMS aquatic activities… 

Page 22 
102.9.4—On the relay card, relay teams must list the name of the registered swim club, the full name (as it appears on the USMS membership  
registration card), the age… 

Page 44 
104.5.4.A(1) USMS membership  registration —USMS individual membership  registration numbers and club names and abbreviations must be 
submitted on all entry forms together with entry times. “No time” for swimming events and “pending” for membership  registration number will not be 
permitted… 
 
104.5.4.A (3) Affiliation—A swimmer’s affiliation as st ated on the entry form will apply throughout the meet. If the club on the entry form and the club 
listed in the USMS membership  registration database do not match, the swimmer shall, prior to the first day of competition, submit a new USMS 
membership registration card showing the new affiliation… 
 
104.5.4.B(5) Relay cards—On the relay card, relay teams must list the name of the registered swim club and the full name (as it appears on the USMS 
membership registration card) and the age of each relay member. 

Page 49 
105.1.4—Required Information … all relay times must include the name of the registered swim club and the full name (as it appears on the USMS 
membership registration card), the age, and, for mixed relays, the gender of each swimmer. For all individual events, eligibility is based on current 
USMS membership  registration as noted on the entry card… 

Page 50 
105.3.1—The fastest time by a USMS-registered swimmer member in each event… 

Page 51 
105.4.1—Individual Recognition  
The registered USMS swimmer member with the fastest listed time …  
 
105.4.2—Relay Recognition 
The registered USMS swimmer member from each relay team… 

Page 61 
ARTICLE 201: ATHLETE REGISTRATION MEMBERSHIP AND REPRESENTATION 
201.1. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP OF ATHLETES 
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All swimmers participating in events sanctioned by USMS must be members of registered with USMS or their nation’s recognized Masters swimming 
governing body. 
 
201.1.2—Annual Membership Registration 
Individual membership  Athlete registration is for the period January 1 through December 31 of each year. Swimmers applying for membership  
registration for the following year on or after November 1 shall be issued a membership  registration card valid from the registration date through 
December 31 of the following year… 
 
201.1.3—One-Event Registration 
An LMSC may offer a single-event registration that allows an athlete to participate in ONE event sanctioned by that LMSC. Membership  Registration 
cards shall NOT be issued for one-event registration… 
 
201.1.4— Membership Application Registrat ion Forms 
A Membership application Registration forms— Individual membership application Athlete registration forms may be obtained from the 
registrar of the LMSC. The form, fully completed, shall be submitted with the applicable fee to the registrar of the LMSC, who shall issue a membership  
registration card. 
B Liability release—All membership application registration forms shall contain the exact language of the liability release according to article 
203.1. The language shall not be modified in any way. 
 
201.1.5— Membership Registration Fee 
The annual membership  registration fee is composed of the following elements: 
 
201.2.1—There shall be only one USMS membership  registration per individual permitted at any time. 
 
201.2.3—A swimmer shall be registered in the LMSC in which the club being represented is located… 

Page 62 
201.2.4—An unattached swimmer competitor is an individual member who does not represent a USMS club a member registered swimmer who 
represents no club. 
 
201.2.6—All applications for changes of membership registration (including transfers) must be accompanied by a reasonable fee to be determined by 
USMS and the LMSC in which the swimmer will be registered after the for change of membership  registration. 
 
201.2.7 ... written notice by the natio nal registrar office.. 
201.3.1—A current USMS membership  registration card shall serve as a valid travel permit. 
 
202.1. SANCTIONS 
… All swimmers entered in sanctioned events shall be registered with USMS members, or shall have valid travel permits or their equivalents, or shall 
have other acceptable proof of current Masters membership swimming registration 

Page 63 
202.1.1.F(2) (2) All swimmers shall submit with their entries copies of their current membership registration cards or travel permits, or supply 
proof of current Masters membership  registration acceptable to the LMSC; however, at the discretion of the meet director and exclusive of national 
championship meets, a swimmer may enter indicating “number pending,” as long as proof of valid membership  registration is presented prior to the 
swimmer’s participation in the event. 

Page 64 
202.3. FITNESS EVENTS 
…Participants shall be registered with USMS members or obtain a one-event registration… 
 
203.1—All individual membership application registration forms and sanctioned entry forms shall include a liability release. The liability release shall 
be signed by the person registering or entering. The language of the registration membership release shall be: 

Page 65 
301.2. MEMBERSHIP, REPRESENTATION REGISTRATION AND SANCTIONS 
Membership, representation registration and sanctions for long distance events meets shall be governed by… 
 
301.2.2…Athletes holding both USMS and USA Swimming memberships registrations must declare their race affiliation, in writing, prior to the start of 
the meet. 

Page 67 
302.5.3—Rules Pertaining to Teams 
A All team members shall be from the same USMS registered club 

Page 71 
303.9.1—Each swimmer’s name, age, gender, and membership registration number. 

Page 75 
305.8.1.B Swimmer’s name (as it  appears on the USMS membership registration card)  
 
305.8.2.B Team’s full name (as registered with USMS club followed by blank, A, B, etc.) 

Page 76 
305.11.1—The highest ranking USMS member registered swimmer in each age group…  
 
305.11.2—The meet director shall submit the name, age, club affiliation, time or distance, and USMS membership registration number for each 
competitor… 

Page 83 
501.1.3 … and shall be coincident with the individual membership registration year… 
 
501.1.4 … and shall be coincident with the individual membership registration year… 

Page 84 
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502.1. LMSC MEMBERSHIP  
Each LMSC shall consist of individual members and member clubs currently registered through that LMSC. 
 
502.3. ANNUAL MEETING 
Each LMSC shall hold an annual meeting open to all in dividual members of registered with USMS through the LMSC. 

Page 85 
504.1.1—One member from each LMSC. If the LMSC has over 300 individual members annual registrations, it is entitled to one additional member. 
For each additional 500 individual members annual registrations, the LMSC is entitled to one more member in the House of Delegates. Figures shall be 
determined by the records of the national office registrar for the previous year or June 15 of the current year, whichever is the greater. 
 

L6 Define club registration and membership   pp 61-62 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
201.2. MEMBERSHIP OF CLUBS 
Member clubs are organizations or groups of permanent character currently registered with USMS through its LMSC and that actively 
promote and participate in Masters swimming. 
201.2.1—Annual Membership 
Annual membership for clubs is from the date of registration through December 31 of that year; however a club applying for 
membership on or after November 1 will receive membership valid through December 31 of the following year. 
201.2.2—Club Membership Forms 
Membership forms for clubs may be obtained from the registrar of the LMSC. The form, fully completed, shall be submitted with the 
applicable fee to the registrar of the LMSC.  The national office shall issue a certificate of club membership. 
201.2.3—Membership Fee 
The annual membership fee is composed of the following elements: 
A A national fee established by the Board of Directors or the House of Delegates. 
B A local fee established by the LMSC. 
 
201.2.7—201.2.4— Changing LMSC affiliation 
A club wishing to change its LMSC affiliation must approve such change by a majority vote of its general membership at a regular club 
meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose, with the vote duly certified by the club’s president and secretary. The transfer 
also must be approved by a majority vote of the officers of the club’s current and proposed LMSCs. If approved, the transfer shall be 
effective 60 days after receipt of written notice by the national registrar office. 
 

L7 Travel permits for foreign swimmers    p 62 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
Page 13 Glossary 
Foreign Swimmer—athlete member of a FINA Member country or swimming Federation, other than USMS, who competes in USMS 
sanctioned events. 
Page 62 
201.3.3—Any foreign swimmers requesting an invitation to participate in USMS events may have such invitation extended only by the 
USMS president or the president’s designee. 
 
L9 Simplify/clarify language defining Recognized Events  p 63 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
202.2. RECOGNIZED EVENTS 
Times achieved at recognized events may shall be considered for USMS national records and Top Ten times if the event has been 
granted recognition and a designated USMS observer is present and verifies in writing that the conduct of the competition conforms to 
the relevant USMS swimming rules and administrative regulations.  USMS membership is not required for swimmers entered in 
recognized events. Times achieved by USMS members at events sanctioned… 
 
L11 Clean up the definition of member clubs    p 83 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
501.1. MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
The membership of United States Masters Swimming, Inc., hereinafter sometimes referred to as USMS, shall consist of the following 
categories: 
501.1.1—Club members, - clubs that register with USMS through an LMSC. which are swimming clubs for Masters swimmers. Every 
swimming club that competes in Masters swimming competition sponsored by the corporation shall register with the corporation 
through its respective LMSC. 
501.1.2—Individual members, - individuals who register with USMS through an LMSC. 
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501.1.3— Affiliate members, which are - organizations … 
501.1.4—Allied members, which are – organizations … 
 

L12 Clarify mandatory membership of committee members   p 83 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
501.2. Mandatory Memberships 
All members of the following House of Delegates and Board of Directors and all members of any committee of the corporation shall 
hold an individual membership in USMS. 
501.2.1— House of Delegates and Board of Directors, 
501.2.2— Standing and ad hoc committees of USMS, 
501.2.3— National Board of Review  
501.2.4 — Officers and Board of Directors of each LMSC. 
 
L22 Align/clarify authorities of Legislation, Rules and LD    pp 90-91 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
507.3.10—Legislation Committee 
The Legislation Committee shall consist of the committee chair and two members from each zone. The Legislation Committee shall 
maintain consistency within the Code of Regulations by initiating and considering proposed amendments to the code, in accordance 
with the provisions of Part 6: Amendment The committee may initiate and shall consider proposed amendments, and shall report them, 
with the committee’s recommendations, at the annual meeting of the House of Delegates, in accordance with the provisions of Part 6. 
The committee may interpret and render opinions regarding any provision of the rules and regulations of USM S within the committee’s 
jurisdiction as defined in Article 601.1. 
… 
507.3.11—Long Distance Committee 
…The committee may initiate and shall consider proposed amendments, and shall report them, with the committee’s recommendations, 
at the annual meeting of the House of Delegates, in accordance with the provisions of Part 6: Amendment Procedures. The committee 
shall maintain records and select the All-American Long Distance and Long Distance All-Star Teams. The committee may interpret 
and render opinions regarding any provision of the rules and regulations of USMS within the committee’s jurisdiction as defined in 
Article 601.1. 
… 
507.3.19—Rules Committee 
The Rules Committee shall consist of the committee chair and two members from each zone. The committee may initiate and shall 
consider proposed amendments, and shall report them, with the committee’s recommendations, at the annual meeting of the House of 
Delegates, in accordance with the provisions of Part 6: Amendment Procedures. The committee may interpret and render opinions 
regarding any provision of the rules and regulations of USMS within the committee’s jurisdiction as defined in Article 601.1. 
 
L24 Replace Part 4   p 77-81 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 

PART 4: PARTICIPATION, CONDUCT, HEARINGS, AND APPEALS 
ARTICLE 401: 

PARTICIPATION 

401.1. PROTECTION 
USMS and its LMSCs shall respect and protect the opportunity of every eligible individual to participate in USMS administrative 
activities and sanctioned or recognized events. 

401.2. PARTIC IPATION 
No member of USMS, nor any organization associated with USMS, may deny or threaten to deny any eligible individual the 
opportunity to participate in USMS administrative activities and sanctioned or recognized events, without just cause. It is not a 
violation of this article to restrict an individual’s eligibility based on one or more of the following: 

401.2.1—The individual’s age. 
401.2.2—Membership in the organization that is conducting the event. 
401.2.3—Qualifying times. 

Any member or eligible individual who alleges that the opportunity to participate has been denied or is about to be denied by an 
individual or organization associated with USMS shall follow the procedures set forth in article 102.16.2 or article 403, as applicable, 
to seek redress for the alleged violation of opportunity. 

ARTICLE 402: 
CONDUCT OF MEMBERS 
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402.1.—The mission of USMS is to promote fitness and health in adults by offering and supporting Masters swimming programs. The 
opportunity to participate in Masters swimming is made possible by USMS. Members accept that this opportunity to participate is a 
privilege and as such shall conduct themselves with integrity and in a sporting manner. In matters relating to Masters swimming, 
members shall respect and protect the privileges of others who share this mission, therefore the privileges of membership and 
participation may be withdrawn or denied if the conduct of a member or prospective member is inconsistent with the mission of the 
organization or the best interest of the sport and those who participate in it. 
402.2.—It shall be the responsibility of all members to comply with the rules and regulations of USMS and the applicable rules, 
constitution, and bureau decisions of FINA. 
402.3.—Any prospective member may be denied membership, and any member may be denied membership, censured, placed on 
probation, suspended, fined, or expelled from USMS if such member engages in any unsporting conduct listed in paragraph 402.4. 
402.4.—The following shall be considered unsporting conduct as it relates to Part 4: 

402.4.1—Violation of the opportunity to participate, as set forth in article 401. 
402.4.2—Discrimination in violation of article 501.3. 
402.4.3—Any act of fraud, deception, or dishonesty in connection with any USMS related activity. 
402.4.4—Any nonconsensual physical contact, obscene language or gesture, or other threatening language or conduct directed 
toward a meet personnel, in connection with a USMS event. 
402.4.5—Any act, conduct, or omission that is detrimental to the image or reputation of USMS, an LMSC, or the sport of 
swimming. 
402.4.6—Aiding or abetting another to engage in any of the foregoing violations. 

ARTICLE 403: 
HEARINGS AND APPEALS 

403.1. GENERAL JURISDICTION 
As provided herein, USMS may deny membership, censure, place on probation, suspend, fine, or expel any member or any person 
participating in the affairs of USMS who has engaged in any of the unsporting conduct listed in article 402.4. 

403. 2. JURISDICTION OF THE LMSC 
Disputes arising within a single LMSC and not brought by USMS shall be filed directly with such LMSC and handled pursuant to 
LMSC rules and procedures. Any appeal of the LMSC’s decision shall be made to the National Board of Review. 

403.3. NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
The National Board of Review shall be composed of a chair and a pool of potential hearing panel members, all of whom shall be 
USMS members.  The National Board of Review chair shall be appointed by the USMS president.  The pool of potential hearing panel 
members shall be appointed by the chair. The Board of Directors shall approve the appointment of the chair and the pool of potential 
hearing panel members. The term of the chair shall be 2 years, with no limit to the number of terms of service. 

403.4. JURISDICTION OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
403.4.1—The National Board of Review has original and exclusive jurisdiction to hear: 
A Any complaint from members of USMS where more than one LMSC is involved. 
B Any complaint initiated by USMS. 
Upon a majority vote of the Executive Committee, the National Board of Review may be assigned exclusive and immediate 
jurisdiction at any stage of any matter within the purview of this article 403 to serve the best interests of Masters swimming. 
403.4.2—The National Board of Review has appellate jurisdiction to hear appeals of LMSC decisions. 
403.4.3—Matters of jurisdiction to the National Board of Review shall be initiated by a written grievance served upon the National 
Office accompanied by the filing fee. The written grievance shall set forth all parties against which the grievance is filed 
(respondents), and shall state the grounds for the grievance, citing factual and legal issues in as much detail as possible.  
Instructions on how to file a grievance may be obtained from the National Office Administrator. 

403.5. AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
The National Board of Review, through its hearing panels, in hearing grievances and appeals of LMSC decisions has the authority to: 

403.5.1—Impose and enforce penalties for any violation of the rules and regulations, administrative or technical, of USMS. 
403.5.2—Determine the eligibility and right to participate of any member or individual. 
403.5.3—Vacate, modify, sustain, reverse, or stay any decision or order, properly submitted for review, or remand the matter for 
further action. 
403.5.4—Investigate any alleged election impropriety. 
403.5.5—Interpret any provision of the rules and regulations of USMS, with the exception of the rules of competition, which the 
National Board of Review shall defer to the USMS Rules (Part 1) or Long Distance (Part 3) Committees. 
403.5.6—Review any revocation, suspension, reinstatement of membership, or challenge to the granting or denial of membership. 
403.5.7—Issue such interim orders as may be necessary pending a final decision of the National Board of Review. 
403.5.8—Require the production of any available evidence bearing on an alleged violation. 
403.5.9—Take testimony from witnesses. 
403.5.10—Transcribe the National Board of Review hearings. 
403.5.11—Assess costs and fees against one or more parties, or refund filing fees. 

403.6. AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW CHAIR 
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With regard to matters within the original or appellate jurisdiction of the National Board of Review, the National Board of Review 
chair has the authority to: 

403.6.1—Initiate an investigation into the alleged misconduct, as described in a written grievance or appeal. 
403.6.2—Dismiss a grievance or appeal determined to be without merit, with the concurrence of the USMS president. 
403.6.3—Refer a grievance or an appeal of an LMSC decision back to the LMSC. 
403.6.4—Mediate, or delegate the mediation of, a grievance or appeal. 
403.6.5—Appoint a hearing panel, drawn from the hearing panel pool, consisting of not less than three members to conduct a 
formal hearing to decide a grievance or appeal. 
403.6.6—Suspend the member who is the subject of the grievance, pending the outcome of the National Board of Review hearing. 
Any such suspension must be merited by the severity of the alleged misconduct and requires the concurrence of the USMS 
president. A member so suspended has the right to file a written request with the National Board of Review to conduct its hearing 
and publish its decision within 21 days. The respondent and the grievant shall be notified of the suspension when the matter is 
referred to the National Board of Review. 
403.6.7—Decrease or increase the time limits for any hearing or appeal upon the written request of either party, upon showing of 
good cause. 

403.7. APPEAL OF LMSC DECISION TO THE NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
403.7.1—Decisions rendered by an LMSC may be appealed to the National Board of Review. 
403.7.2—The petition for appeal shall be served upon the National Office within 30 days of the postmark date of the mailing of the 
LMSC’s written decision and shall be accompanied by the filing fee. The petition shall set forth the grounds for appeal, citing 
factual and legal issues in as much detail as possible. 
403.7.3—In appeals from LMSC decisions, the National Board of Review chair shall exercise the authority detailed in article 
403.6. 

403.8. HEARING PANEL PROCEDURE 
If, pursuant to the authority in article 403.6, the chair chooses to appoint a hearing panel to decide a matter, the following procedure 
shall be used: 

403.8.1—The chair shall set a hearing date, which shall be 50 to 75 days from the postmark date of mailing the notice of hearing. 
403.8.2—The chair shall mail the notice of hearing, together with a copy of the written grievance received by the National Office, 
to the respondents. 
403.8.3—The resp ondents shall have 30 days from the postmark date of mailing to submit a written response to the charges. The 
response shall be mailed to the chair and the grievant. 
403.8.4—The grievant shall have 10 days from the postmark date of mailing of the response to submit a written rebuttal. The 
written rebuttal shall be mailed to the chair and the respondents. 
403.8.5—At the hearing panel’s discretion, a decision may be rendered based solely on the written submissions. A written decision 
shall be mailed to the parties and shall inform the parties that an appeal to the Board of Directors is available. 
403.8.6—Conduct for all hearings shall be in accordance with policies and procedures of the National Board of Review. The 
grievant and respondents shall be provided copies of these policies and procedures by the chair. 
403.8.7—A written decision shall be rendered by the hearing panel and shall be mailed to the parties within 7 days after the 
hearing. The written decision shall set forth the right of appeal. 
403.8.8—Upon the request of either party for good cause shown or the determination of the hearing panel, the hearing may be held 
in private. 
403.8.9—The hearing panel shall have the authority to stay the enforcement of its decision during the time allowed for appeal of 
the decision, with the decision going into effect automatically if no timely appeal is filed. 
403.8.10—All mailings and other correspondence from the grievant, respondent, and any witnesses shall be made as prescribed by 
the chair. 

403.9. APPEAL TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Any person directly affected by the National Board of Review’s decision may appeal to the Board of Directors for review of any 
decision of the National Board of Review within 30 days of the postmark date of the mailing of the National Board of Review’s written 
decision. 

403.9.1—The petition for appeal shall be served upon the National Office and shall be accompanied by the filing fee. The petition 
shall set forth the grounds for appeal, citing factual and legal issues in as much detail as possible. 
403.9.2—The USMS president and National Board of Review chair shall select, from the Board of Directors, a board panel chair 
and eight additional board panel members to hear the appeal. 
403.9.3—The National Office shall send a copy of the petition for appeal to the respondent and all members of the board panel. 
The respondent shall then have 30 days from the postmark date of mailing of the petition to file a written response with the board 
panel chair and the grievant. The board panel chair may decrease or increase the time limits for any of the foregoing, upon request 
of either party on a showing of good cause. 
403.9.4—The board panel may assess costs and fees against any or all named parties. 
403.9.5—The review by the board panel shall be on the basis of the record from the National Board of Review and written briefs 
and shall not include new evidence. However, by majority vote, the board panel may decide to take new evidence and hear 
testimony. 
403.9.6—The board panel shall render a final and binding decision within 75 days from the appeal filing date. A written decision 
shall be sent to all parties. 
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403.10. DOCUMENTATION 
The National Office Administrator shall maintain a permanent file of all physical evidence and written decisions pertaining to any 
matter that was reviewed by the National Board of Review or the Board of Directors pursuant to Part 4. That file shall be retained for at 
least 10 years after the date of any final decision or withdrawal of any matter brought under Part 4. 

403.11. FILING FEE 
The Board of Directors shall establish fees for filing grievances with the National Board of Review and for filing appeals with the 
National Board of Review and the Board of Directors. 

403.12. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT 
Final decisions rendered by the National Board of Review or the Board of Directors pursuant to Part 4 shall, when applicable, be 
recognized and fully enforced. 

 
III. The following proposals were NOT reported out favorably by the Legislation 
Committee. They require a 2/3 majority of the HOD to pass. 
 
L8 Allow nonconforming events at sanctioned events  p 63 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
202.1.1.F(2) 
Sanctioned events may include nonconforming swimming events so long as they are conducted in a safe manner.  Nonconforming swimming events are 
events not defined in article 102.5-Events or that would typically result in the disqualification of participants as defined in 102.15-Disqualifications. 
USMS national records and Top Ten times shall not be maintained in nonconforming events. 

 
L13 Eliminating the Zone Committee   pp 84-89 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
503.2. ZONE MEETINGS 
……..forwarded to the Zone Committee chair secretary. 

Page 85 
503.5. COMMUNICATIONS ZONE REPRESENTATIVES 
Zone representatives shall enhance communications among the LMSCs to promote Masters swimming within the zones. 
507.2.2503.5.1—Zone representatives shall be elected in odd-numbered years at the zone meeting held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the 
House of Delegates. The term of office shall be 2 years. 
507.2.3503.5.2—Zone representatives shall be residents of their respective zones. 
507.2.4503.5.3—If a permanent or temporary vacancy in the position of zone representative occurs, the Zone Committee chair president shall consult 
with the chair of each LMSC in that zone and appoint a new or replacement zone representative, with the concurrence of the USMS president. 
507.2.5503.5.4— Zone representatives The committee shall enhance communications between the national office and LMSCs, and USMS committees 
and LMSCs to promote Masters swimming within the zones. Zone representatives The committee shall carry out the responsibilities assigned to them it  
by the policies of the House of Delegates, the president, the USMS Code of Regulations, and the stated need of the LMSCs. 
 
504.1.4 –All zone representatives members of the Zone Committee. 

Page 86 
505.1 POSITIONS 
The elected officers of USMS shall be a president, a vice president, a second vice president, a secretary, and a treasurer, and a Zone Committee chair. 
No person may concurrently hold more than one such office. 
505.2.1 
…numbered years, except the Zone Committee chair, who shall be elected in even numbered years. 
505.2.3- The Zone Rules Committee shall act as…. 

Page 87 
505.5.5—The second vice president Zone Committee chair shall: 
A  Conduct all meetings of the Zone Committee. 
B  Carry out all responsibilities as assigned by the House of Delegates, the president, the USMS Code of Regulations, and the stated needs of the 
LMSCs. 

Pages 88-89 
Delete articles 507.2.1 and 507.2.6, move articles 507.2.2 – 507.2.5 to 503.5 and renumber 507.3 and 507.4 
507.2. ZONE COMMITTEE 
507.2.1—The Zone Committee shall consist of the Zone Committee chair plus a representative from each zone elected by the delegates from each 
LMSC within that zone. 
… 
507.2.6—The committee shall function as the Election Committee as described in article 505.2.3. 

 
L14 Distribution of a balanced budget to the HOD  p 86, 90 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
Page 86 
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504.3.3—A written notice of all annual and special meetings of the House of Delegates, stating the time, place, proposed budget and preliminary 
agenda, shall be given to each member of the House of Delegates by mailing the same to each member’s last known address at least 3 weeks prior to the 
meeting date. 
Page 90 
507.3.5  Add a new “E” and renumber “E” to “F” 
E.  At least four weeks prior to the annual meeting of the House of Delegates, submit a proposed balanced budget to the secretary for inclusion in the 
notice referenced in 504.3.3. 
EF  At each annual convention, prepare the corporation’s budget for the next fiscal period and submit same to the House of Delegates for approval. 
report the proposed budget and prepare and report proposed budget changes to the House of Delegates for approval. 

 
L16 Elect officers every 4 years    p 86 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 
505.2. ELECTIONS AND TERM OF OFFICE 
505.2.1—All officers of USMS shall be elected by the members of the House of Delegates at annual meetings held in odd-numbered every four years, 
beginning in 2005, except for the Zone Committee chair, who shall be elected in even-numbered every four years, beginning in 2004. Elected officers 
shall hold office for 24years or until their successors are elected and qualified. 
505.2.2 – Each officer is eligible for election to the same office for two one terms.  No person so elected for two successive terms is eligible for re-
election to the same office until after the lapse of 2 4 years following the term of office to which that person was last elected. 

 
L23 Lower the majority needed to pass Emergency Amendments pp 96-97 
Approve   Approve as Amended    Fail   Withdrawn 
 

Page 96 
601.4.    ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
601.4.5 – Emergency Amendments 
Emergency amendments (amendments not submitted in conformity with articles 601.4.1, 601.4.2, and 601.4.3) may be passed by a 
nine-tenths three-fourths (3/4) vote of the House of Delegates members present and voting…  

Page 97 
Summary of Amendment Procedures (chart) 
*Emergency Amendments: by a 9/10 three-fourths (3/4) vote ONLY if properly submitted.... 


