Amendmentsto the 2000 USA Swimming Rules and Regulations

The following amendments were adopted by USA-Swimming on October 14, 2000.
Unlessthe USMS House of Delegates votes to rgject a given amendment, USMS will
modify its rulesto reflect these changes. Where intentiond differences exist between the
wording of USMS and USA- Swimming Rules due to previous action of USMS, .these
differences will be maintained during the process of integrating these changes.

U-1
OFFICIAL GLOSSARY Swimming Wordsand Terms
Add the following new item:

TOUCH - Contact with the end of the course.

U-2

102.10. DISQUALIFICATIONS

.1 A disqualification can be made only by the official within whaose jurisdiction the infraction has been
committed. Except for the relay take-off judges when dual confirmation relay take-off judging, as provided
in 102.16.6B, is used, the Referee, stroke, turn, or relay take-off judge upon observing ininfraction, shall
immediately raise one hand overhead with-an-openpalm. If the official does not do so, there shall be no
disqualification.

102.13. REFEREE

.1 Shall have full authority ..................... shall also disqualify a swimmer(s) for any violations of the
rulesthat the Referee personally observes and shall at the same time raise one hand overhead with-gpen
palm. If the Referee does not make such asignal there shall be no penalty.

U-3

102.14 STARTER 92

.1 Equipment -An-electronic-starting-horn, L oudspeaker start system conforming to 103.14, with or
without an underwater recall device, and an electronic strobe signal as provided in 105.3 is shall be the

preferred starting device. A .22 caliber starting gun pistol of-at-least-22 caliber may be used.

.1.2 Preparation The Starter Sshall stand within ten feet of the starting end of the pool and upon signal
from Referee, assumes shall assume ful control of swimmers until afair start has been achieved.

.3 Optional Instructions?The Starter may:
A Announce thesevent;, stroke-and-distance.
B Advise the heat when a swimmer is will be attempting to achieve atime at an initial distance.

2.4 TheStart



[>

At the commencement of each heat, the Referee shall signal to the swimmers by a short
series of whistlesto remove al clothing exc ept for swimwear, followed by along whistle
indicating that they should take their positions on the starting platform and remain there.
In backstroke and medley relay events, at the Referee’ sfirst long whistle the swimmers
shall immediately enter the water and at the second long whistle shall return without
undue delay to the starting position (101.3.1).

B When the swimmers and officials are ready, the Referee shall signal with an outstretched
arm to the Starter that the swimmers are under the Starter’s control.

C On the Starter’s command “take your mark”, the swimmers shall immediately assume
their starting position with at least one foot at the front of the block. When all swimmers
are stationary, the starter shall give the starting signal.

45 False Starts

A




A Any swimmer starting before the starting signal is given shall be disqualified if the
Referee or a designated Assistant Referee confirms Starter’ s observation that a violation
occurred. Swimmers remaining on the starting blocks shall be relieved from their starting
positions with the “ Stand up” command and may step off the blocks. The Starter shall
restart the race upon signal by the Referee.

B If the starting signal is sounded before the disqualification is declared, the race shall
continue without recall and the swimmer or swimmers who have false started shall be
disqualified by the Starter with the concurrence of the Referee or a designated Assistant
Referee upon completion of the race.

C If therecall signal is activated inadvertently, no swimmer shall be charged with afalse
start and the Starter shall restart the race upon signal by the Referee.

-3.6 Warning Signal — With the exception of relays, ina&l events 500 yards or longer exceptfortelaysthe
Starter or adesignee shall sound awarning signal over the water at the finish end of the lane of the leading
swimmer when that swimmer has two lengths plus five yardsor five metersto swim. Asan alternative, a
bell warning signal may be given over each individdal-saimmer |ane by alane judge or timer in that lane.

5.7 Deliber ate Delay or Misconduct
A Any swimmer, who delays the start by entering water or by willfully or deliberately
disobeying a-Starter's the command to step on the blocks or to take a starting position, or
for any other misconduct taking place at the start, can-may be disqualified from the event
by the Starter with concurrence of the Referee.

B A Swimmerswho fail to appear at the starting platform ready to swimin timefor the
initial start of histher their heat shall be disqualified by the Referee.

C Such disqualifications shall not be charged as afalse start.

The following change, while not part of the USA-Swvimming ruleswhich are
automatically adopted by USM S, the committee recommends that USMS modify itsrules
to reflect the changes indtituted by USA-Snvimming.

us

103 15. /M/EAI:SESIAR—'F RECALL ROPEDEVICE -A-r:ecau-r:gpe&g-bedmpped-aepessmeeoupse

A dewceto recall smmmersshall benrowded If arecall ropelsused |tshall benlacedatthemld -poi of.

the course in long course facilities and at the turn end backstroke flags in short course facilities.




