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USMS 201.1.1G says that “All sanctioned events are subject to the following conditions:

(1) The conduct of a sanctioned event shall be in strict compliance with applicable USMS swimming
rules and administrative regulations, or when the sanctioned event is held simultaneously in
conjunction with a USA Swimming sanctioned meet, with applicable USA Swimming rules and
administrative regulations.”

The phrase “applicable rules and administrative regulations” is covered in part by the current dual
sanction agreement between USA Swimming and USMS dated December 2014 (included as Appendix B
of the USMS Rule Book). This agreement defines a “combined meet” as USMS and USA-Swimming athletes
swimming in the same heats without specific lanes being allocated for each organization. A combined
meet may be sanctioned by both USA Swimming and USMS and all swimmers “competing according to
USA-Swimming rules”.

The phrase “competing according to USA-Swimming rules” is interpreted to mean that USMS articles 101,
102, 103, 107, and 108 are replaced by the corresponding articles of the current USA Swimming Rules and
Regulations, except that the following USMS articles shall apply in all circumstances: 102.1 (eligibility),
102.2 (age determining date), 102.3 (age groups), 102.5 (events), 102.6 (event limit), 102.7 (entries),
102.9 (relays), 102.11 (change of program and postponement), and 102.14 (protests).

During combined meets, the application of USMS rule 102.4, which requires a continuous warm-up area
at USMS sanctioned meets, can be adjusted depending on the availability of warm-space at the venue
by agreement between the host clubs. If a continuous warm-up/warm-down lane or area is not
available, the entry information must clearly state the availability of warm-up for USMS athletes. Once
the entry information is published, changes which further restrict the availability of continuous warm-
up/warm-down space are not permitted.

The requirements for USMS records and Top 10 times in 105.1 and requirements for USMS record
applications in 105.3.8 must be followed at dual-sanctioned meets per the agreement. A liability release
(204.1) is also required for all USMS members in USMS sanctioned events, including dual-sanctioned
meets.

For dual-sanctioned meets that follow a parallel (specific lanes allocated to each organization) or an
interwoven (separate heats for each organization) format, the agreement specifies that each
organization’s rules must apply to their members. In these cases, all articles of USMS part one apply to
the USMS competition without exception.

Attachment A
Dual-Sanction Meet Agreement between USA-Swimming and United States Masters Swimming
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ATTACHMENT A

COMBINED, PARALLEL, and INTERWOVEN MEETS
(Dual Sanction Events)

The number of inquiries as to what mechanisms are available for combining USA
Swimming and USMS swimming meets has been increasing. The reasons for
combining these meets are many, ranging from the limited availability of pool
time and officials to the desire to promote the sport as a lifelong activity. There
are several ways of accomplishing this goal within the rules and insurance
policies of each organization. This document outlines these options.

It is assumed that all competitors are a member of USA Swimming, USMS, or
both. Those that are members of both must select one organization with which to
compete for the entire meet. Dual membership cannot be used to exceed the
daily event limits imposed by either organization. Automatic recognition of times
achieved by a USMS swimmer competing in the USA-S portion is still available.

Any of the joint meets described below must have sanctions from both USA
Swimming and USMS. Both sanctions must be held by the host organization. The
host organization cannot be required to accept a participant from either USMS or USA
Swimming that would otherwise be barred from participation by their respective
organizations.

USMS Record and Top Ten submissions must comply with all USMS
documentation requirements.

Combined Meets

With the consent of all (co-)hosting teams and the LSC and LMSC, a combined
meet may be sanctioned by both USA Swimming and USMS and all swimmers
competing according to USA Swimming rules. This mechanism allows the meet
host(s) to seed the event as they normally would, based upon times, with USA
Swimming and USMS members combined in heats without specific lanes
allocated to one organization or the other. Relay teams must consist of members
of the same organization.

Parallel Meets

The two meets may be swum in parallel by assigning some number of lanes to
USMS competitors and a different set to USA Swimming competitors. If possible,
separate stroke and turn officials for each set is preferred. It is permissible to
adjust, for example, the makeup of the USMS heats so that competitors in a
given heat have approximately the same seed times. Each organization’s rules
would apply to their members.



Interwoven Meets

The two meets may be swum with complete heats of swimmers from both
organizations alternating. There would be no need for separate stroke and turn
officials. Each organization’s rules would apply to their members.



