Santa Barbara 6 mile Ocean Swim Safety Plan
Water Support:
**All swimmers will have a paddler escort throughout the entire swim.  Each swimmer will have his/her own paddler on a kayak or paddleboard.  The swimmer may not leave the paddler or they will be DQ’d from the event.
**Santa Barbara County Fire Department Water Rescue Team.  They will have two jet-skis in the water monitoring the course with their main fire truck at Goleta Beach. (In case the SBCF Dept is on call, I will have two off duty volunteer firemen on jet-skis in the water.) 
**Santa Barbara County Lifeguards.  There will be lifeguards on land at Goleta Beach for the start and lifeguards on land at Arroyo Burro Beach for the finish.  The lifeguard truck will be at Goleta Beach for the start of the race and then at Arroyo Burro Beach for the finish, which can also go a mile down the beach (from Arroyo Burro to Goleta) if needed.
**Santa Barbara City Lifeguards will be in the water on paddleboards monitoring the course with radios.

Swimmer Identification:
All swimmers will be marked with a number on their shoulder and hand at check-in.

Weather Conditions:
The course and distance of the race will be altered subject to the weather conditions the day of the event.  In case of fog, the start time will be delayed until a safe line of sight is available.  The race will be cancelled in case of a serve storm.  If a storm comes in during the course of the swim that makes it unsafe for swimmers to continue the race, I will have two jet-skis in the water that can transport swimmers and paddlers safely to shore. 

Shark sightings:

The County of Santa Barbara has a 72 hour beach closure policy for a shark sighting.  If the race falls within this 72 hour period, the race will be cancelled.
Water quality:
The County of Santa Barbara Environmental Health Services, currently performs weekly testing at the area beaches between February and October.  In case of unfavorable results and beach closures at the start or finish beaches, the race course will be altered to avoid the closed beach.
Boat Traffic:
There is no significant boat traffic in the area of the swim.  The boat launch ramp for the area is in the Santa Barbara Harbor, 10 miles from the course.  In case of any boats approaching the race course, the paddlers and jet-skis will be able to monitor the boat behavior.

Additional Safety:
Jane Cairns, the Race Director, has a Certification in Basic Plus: CPR, AED, and First Aid for adults.  This was renewed in April 2013 and is valid for two years.  Also, the Race Director will have a handheld radio, so as to be in constant communication with the jet-skiers and Lifeguards in the water.
