2 Bridges Swim Under the Walkway Safety Plan
COURSE: 
2 Events will share the same rectangular course. Swimmers will enter the water at the public boat launch in Poughkeepsie and head south +/- 100 yards west of the bank, turn right (west) then north just south of the eastern stanchion of the Mid Hudson Bridge and head north until past the eastern stanchion of the Walkway Bridge, again turning right (east) then south heading back to the start/finish area. Turns will be marked by large orange buoys. The north and south “lanes will be separated by 50 - 100 yards to avoid head on collisions between swimmers. 2.5K swimmers will swim one lap, 5K swimmers will swim 2 laps.
START:
Swimmers will access the water by foot. They will enter off the public dock, or the boat ramp if it is determined to be safe. Swimmers will line up behind a marker buoy for the start. The 5k will start will be 3:00 PM and the 2.5k start will be 3:15 PM
FINISH:
Swimmers will exit the water via boat ramp or dock... ladders and non slip matting will be provided. All swimmers will be out of the water by 5:00 PM
COMMUNICATION:


All operations staff (crews, kayakers, boaters, etc) will have hand held marine radios and cell phones. A list of all cell phone numbers will be provided to all participants. Event communications will be on VHF channel 6.

Ulster and Dutchess County sheriffs departments will be notified and may have patrol boats on site

SAFETY/RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL: 


KAYAKS
Each kayak will have a rescue buoy, whistle (or equivalent signaling device), marine radio and cell phone. Kayaks will also display high visibility flags. devices. 

BOATS

There will be a boat at anchor near each turn around and 1 roaming. The roamer will be a Zodiac 640 RIB with a state of the art prop guard and lifeguards on board.

Ulster and Dutchess County sheriffs departments will be notified and may have patrol boats on site.


 There will be EMT’s available on shore as provided by EXPO organizers.
EVACUATION:
In the event that an extreme weather situation is likely such as lightning or high winds, swimmers will be directed to take the shortest route to the finish Paddlers will guide and escort swimmers to the finish area. In the event that a swimmer needs attention: Paddlers and lifeguards will alert the roaming RIB, and the victim will be transported directly to the public dock to meet up with emergency services. Vassar Hospital is within 5 - 10 minutes.
DELAY and CANCELLATION:June 2nd is the rain date.
